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Jim and Lois Griffin moved from Athens to
Park Springs, a continuing care retirement
community next to Stone Mountain Park,
because of its medical amenities and activi-
ties. Jim, 83, chatted about their home in
Park Springs.

Q: Why did you want to move to the
Atlanta area?
A: We had not intended to move toward the
Atlanta area. We have been looking for a
continuing care facility for probably four to
five years. I got stuff from Park Springs
almost at the time since they started con-
struction. I said, “There’s no way I’m going
to move to Atlanta.” Lois went to a luncheon
in Athens (about Park Springs). I was play-
ing golf. She said, “We need to go look at
Park Springs.” I said, “Why? That’s Atlanta.”
She said, “I think that you will find out that
it’s got everything that we could possibly
need, and one of the big things that they
have is a clinic.”
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“We look out into Stone Mountain Park,” said Jim Griffin, walking with his wife, Lois. “In the
wintertime, when there’s not any leaves, I can see more of the golf course and the big lake
down there, so I’ve got a nice view.” Photos by Christopher Oquendo Special

Move close to Atlanta surprising
Community near
Stone Mountain offered
too much to pass up.

Lifestyle Park Springs
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Q: What did you think when you visited
the community?
A: It was everything that they said it was
and more. One of the things that was very
enticing to us was the clinic. They could be
your primary doctor. And we said, “Well,
that sounds better and better.” It just went
from there — we went ahead and signed up
with Park Springs in November of last year.

Q: Were you able to sell your home
before you moved in?
A: We actually had an acceptable offer
somewhere between nine and 10 weeks from
the time we put our house on the market. 

Q: What did you do to downsize?
A: We had garage sales to get rid of some
stuff. I even sold a car during the garage sale.

Q: What features of the home appealed
to you?
A: It actually has more closet space than
the house that we had because there’s two
very large walk-in closets and then a linen
closet, a coat closet, and storage facilities
in the garage. We look out into Stone
Mountain Park. In the wintertime, when
there’s not any leaves, I can see more of the
golf course and the big lake down there, so
I’ve got a nice view.

Q: What type of activities do you do
regularly?
A: I play golf. There’s a special Stone
Mountain gate that you can go through and
you’re right there at the driving range and
clubhouse. There’s a group that plays over
there every Tuesday. On Thursday, there’s
a bunch of us that get together and we go
over to Mystery Valley Golf Club (in
Lithonia). I’m not a bridge player, but
they’ve been trying to recruit me to play
bridge. There’s all types of activities. My
wife has never done tai chi and they have a
low-impact tai chi class. They have ball-
room dancing, and she’s always wanted to
learn to ballroom dance.

Jim Griffin said the Griffins’ new home, which is 1,670 square feet, has more closet space
than their previous home.

(#21340) Reprinted with permission from The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. Copyright ©2010.
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